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Dear Parents, 

As you know we received sanction in April for an 4th mainstream class teacher in our school.  Shortly after 

that the Board of Management set about applying for funding for an extra classroom as there is no suitable 

room in the school at present. The Board also went ahead and sought planning permission for a new permanent 

classroom and a temporary (prefab) classroom which would be needed while the permanent classroom is being 

built. This planning permission was granted during the summer. 

However, correspondence was received on 15th August which stated that the Department would not sanction 

temporary accommodation for our school and that the school “will have to utilise the accommodation they 

presently have.” Our application for a permanent extension to the school has not been decided on yet.  

We looked at all options to accommodate the extra classes and the only option that would work would be to 

move into the GP Room.  

The GP Room is used by the school during the day for activities such as PE, Drama, Music, concerts etc. 

Visiting agencies such as OT therapists, HSE, etc. can also use the room without disturbing the other classes. 

We have a substantial number of children with special needs and these children use the hall for 

movement/sensory breaks on a daily basis. The hall is also used on wet days so that children are not in 

classrooms all day without a break on these days. 

The GP Room is used by different groups each evening for afterschool activities for children. We have 

activities such as gymnastics, yoga, Irish dancing, GAA coaching. Not only are these activities of benefit to 

the children but they are also a source of revenue for the school  

If we have to use the GP Room as a classroom, then some or all of the above activities have to cease. We are 

all losers in that scenario but the real victims are the children. We don’t want to let this happen. 

In March 2010 we were granted funding (under the devolved scheme) to build a new 3 classroom school on a 

greenfield site. The community provided the site free of charge. The plans that we had submitted to the 

department included a GP Room. The department instructed us to cut down the floor area of the school. This 

would mean cutting down the floor area of each room substantially (which wasn’t really an option) or cutting 

out the GP Room altogether. The parents and community of Mayo Abbey then decided that we would go 

ahead and build the GP Room if at all possible. A lot of people gave a lot of time and effort fundraising for 

this room and we succeeded in getting it build and furnished. In effect the building of this room was funded 

by the parents and community, not the Department of Education.  
We are still fighting our case with the Department of Education and have been in contact with Minister 

Michael Ring, Lisa Chambers and other local politicians. I would urge all of you to do the same. The main 

points to stress are: 

 Our children are being victimised and their education is being compromised by having to use the GP 

Room as a classroom. 

 The Parents and Community of Mayo Abbey funded the building of the GP Room, not the Department 

of Education. 

 There is no other suitable room in the school to accommodate 3rd/4th classes, their teacher and an SNA. 

 We have planning permission (with associated fire and disability certs) granted and are ready to install 

a portacabin immediately should we get sanction from the Department of Education. 

Hopefully, with everybody’s help, this will be a short-term situation and we will have our GP Room back in 

use as a GP Room as soon as possible. 

 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Miriam Quinn, Principal 
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Mayo TDs 

NAME ADDRESS PARTY CONTACT 

DETAILS 
 

Minister Michael Ring 

 

 

Quay Street, 

Westport 

 

 

Fine Gael 
 

(098) 25734) 

michael.ring@oir.ie 

 

Mr. Enda Kenny 

 

 

Tucker Street, 

Castlebar 

 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(094) 9025600 

enda.kenny@oir.ie 

Lisa Chambers 

 

 

12 Lucan Street, 

Castlebar 

 

Fianna Fáil  

(094) 9250577 

lisa.chambers@oir.ie 

 

 

Mr. Dara Calleary 

 

 

19 Pearse Road, 

Ballina 

 

 

Fianna Fáil 

 

(096) 77613 

daracalleary@oir.ie 

 

 
Councillors for Castlebar Municipal District 

NAME ADDRESS PARTY CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Mr. Cyril Burke 
 

I.P.I. Centre, 

Breaffy Road, 

Castlebar. 

 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(087) 6891821 

cyril@dngbcm.ie 

 

Mr. Blackie Gavin 

 

Sion Hill, 

Castlebar. 

 

Fianna Fáil 

 

(094)9031103 

(087)2490933 

bgavin@cllr.mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mr. Michael 

Kilcoyne 

 

9Turlough Road, 

Castlebar 

 

Non Party 

 

(087) 2648869 

mkilcoyne@cllr.mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mr. Al McDonnell 

 

Castle Street, 

Castlebar 

 

Fianna Fáil 

 

(094)9029039 

(087)8109499 

amcdonnell@cllr.mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mr. Martin 

McLoughlin 

 

Bilberry Lodge, 

Castlebar 

 

Fianna Fáil 

 

(087) 4158369 

Martinmcloughlin13@gmail.com 

 

 

Mr. Ger Deere 

 

Drumnacarta 

Castlebar 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(087) 7724419 

cllrgerdeere@mayococo.ie 

 

 

Ms. Donna Sheridan 

 

113 Manor Village 

Castlebar 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(087) 6723532 

cllrdonnasheridan@mayococo.ie 
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Councillors for Claremorris and Swinford Municipal District 

NAME ADDRESS PARTY CONTACTS DETAILS 
 

Mr. Tom 

Connolly 

 

Garrywadreen, 

Claremorris 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(087)2654860 

tconolly@cllr.mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mr. John Cribbin 

 

Knockanara 

Ballyhaunis 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(087) 2920368 

jcribbin@cllr.mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mr. Richard Finn 

 

Birchfield, 

Claremorris 

  

Non Party 

 

(094) 9362216 

(087) 2536343 

rfinn@cllr.mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mr. Patsy O 

Brien 

 

Robeen, 

Hollymount 

 

Fine Gael 

(094) 9540418 

(087) 6184844 

cllrpobrien@mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mr. Damien 

Ryan 

 

Milehill, 

Ballinrobe 

 

Fianna Fáil 

 

(094) 9541576 

(087) 6992564 

dryan@cllr.mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mr. Michael 

Bourke 

 

Convent Road, 

Ballinrobe 

 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(087) 2268015 

cllrmichaelburke@mayococo.ie 

 

Mr. Neil Cruise 

 

Swinford Road, 

Foxford 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(086) 8388778 

cruisersbar@gmail.com 

 

 

Mr. Michael 

Smyth 

Rathscanlon, 

Swinford 

 

Fianna Fáil  

(087) 6848070 

michael@fgphelan.ie 

 

 

Mr. Gerry 

Murray 

 

The Square, 

Charlestown 

 

Sinn Féin  

(094) 9254736 

(086) 3629792 

gmurray@cllr.mayococo.ie 

 

 

Mr. John 

Caulfield 

 

 

Swinford Road,  

Kilkelly 

 

Fianna Fáil 

 

(087) 3134446 

Johncaulfield4@gmail.com 

 

 

Senators with Mayo Connections 

NAME ADDRESS PARTY CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Mr. Paddy Burke 

 

 

Leinster House, 

Kildare Street, 

Dublin 2 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(094) 9022568 

(01) 6183574 

paddy.burke@oir.ie 
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Mr. John O Mahony 

 

 

Leinster House, 

Kildare Street, 

Dublin 2 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(01) 6183706 

(086) 1893337 

john.omahony@oir.ie 

 

 

Ms. Michelle 

Mulherin 

 

 

Leinster House, 

Kildare Street, 

Dublin 2 

 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(01) 6183065 

michelle.mulherin@oir.ie 

 

 

Ms. Catherine Noone 

 

 

Leinster House, 

Kildare Street, 

Dublin 2 

 

 

Fine Gael 

 

(01) 6183127 

catherine.noone@oir.ie 

 

 

Ms. Rose Conway-

Walsh 

 

 

Leinster House, 

Kildare Street, 

Dublin 2 

 

 

Sinn Féin 

 

 

(01) 6183664 

rose.conwaywalsh@oir.ie 

 

 

Mr. Keith Swanick 

 

 

Belmullet 

 

 

Fianna Fáil 

 

(01) 6183736 

keith.swanick@oir.ie 
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