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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER - JUNE 2025

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT MEETING AGREED REPORT
The Board of Management met on Tuesday, June 24th. This newsletter includes the main points from the
agreed report and will be available on the school website and parents’ noticeboard in the porch.

SCHOOL CALENDAR INFORMATION
The school will close on Thursday, June 26th at 12.30pm for the summer holidays. School will resume for all
pupils on Monday, September 1st.

The school office will be open on Friday, August 29th from 11am to 2pm for those who have any queries or
wish to purchase uniforms. A school calendar for 25/26 is also attached. There will be changes and additional
closures during the school year, e.g. Department of Education teacher training days. Updates will be shared
with families as early as possible.

CLASS ALLOCATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2025
There are no changes to the class allocation for 2025/2026.

Classes and teachers are as follows: Junior and Senior Infants - Elizabeth Dermody (covering Mary McNamara'’s
leave), 1st/2nd Class - Michelle Conway, 3rd/4th Class - Michelle Tuohy, 5th/6th Class - Thomas Clarke, Special
Education Teachers - Geraldine Glynn and Rachel Derrig, Additional Needs Assistants - Amhra O’Gorman,
Tracey Noonan Doherty and Valerie Fitzgibbon.

As the school year comes to a close, the Board would also like to thank all staff in Mayo Abbey NS for their
work in what has been an extremely busy year.

FAREWELL TO ROSALEEN

The Board of Management extends warm thanks and best wishes to Rosaleen on her retirement. Since joining
Mayo Abbey NS in September 2014, Rosaleen has been a dedicated and valued member of staff. She will be
greatly missed by her colleagues and by the children. We hope Rosaleen enjoys a happy and fulfilling
retirement.

NGRATULATIONS TO FATHER FER N HIS DIAMOND JUBILEE
On behalf of the Board of Management, we extend our warmest congratulations to Father Fergus on the
celebration of his Diamond Jubilee—a truly remarkable milestone. We are truly grateful for Father Fergus’s
longstanding involvement in Mayo Abbey NS and the warmth he brings to school life.

We thank him sincerely for his dedication over the years and wish him continued health, happiness, and
blessings in the years ahead.
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SIXTH CLASS GRADUATION

Our 6th Class Graduation took place on June 20th, marking a special milestone for our pupils as they prepare
to move on to secondary school. The celebration began with a short presentation for Rosaleen followed by a
presentation to the children themselves and Father Fergus kindly blessed the class tree. The tree was then
planted outside the porch as a lasting reminder of the Class of 2025. It was a warm and memorable afternoon,
and it was lovely to see the pupils enjoy their final day in Mayo Abbey NS together.

We wish Lauren, Keelan Lily, Evan, Emma, Lexi, Ava, Clodagh, Crea, Louise, Henry, Harriet, Gracie, Niall and
Rachel every success and joy as they begin this exciting new chapter.

SCHOOL REPORTS
School reports were released on Aladdin to all parents on Friday, June 13th. If you are unable to access your
child’s report online and would like a printed copy, please contact the office.

BOOKLISTS / COSTS FOR SEPTEMBER

Once again this year, the cost of books, workbooks, and copies is being fully covered by the Department of
Education. Rates remain reduced, and while most items are included in the scheme, there may still be a small
number of classroom resources that are not covered.

Parents are not required to purchase any additional books, copies, or stationery items for their child. All
necessary materials will be provided by the school.

We are asking parents to contribute €60 per child to help cover essential school expenses such as
photocopying, stationery, art supplies and materials, music, ICT, and other incidental costs. This contribution,
along with optional pupil insurance, is now available to pay through Aladdin. Payments can also be made
directly at the school office, if preferred.

Optional Pupil Insurance: School Activities Only —€6 OR 24-Hour, 365-Day Cover —€9

Payments can be made over the coming weeks or in September when the new school term begins. If you have
any questions, please contact Goretti in the school office.

If any family requires financial assistance with school-related costs, please don’t hesitate to contact the school
office or the principal directly. We are committed to ensuring that all children have equal access to a full and
enriching education, regardless of financial circumstances. Please be assured that all such matters will be
treated with the utmost confidentiality.

FIRST COMMUNION
First Holy Communion took place on May 17th. The children also attended a lovely retreat in Ballintubber
Abbey in the lead-up to the ceremony.

Thank you again to Ms Conway for preparing the children so thoughtfully, and to Nora Colleran, Father Fergus,
and Father Kilcoyne for their ongoing support.
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JUNIOR INFANTS 25/26

The children from Abbey Tots preschool, along with other children who will be starting school in September,
visited on June 17th as part of their Transitions Programme. It was a lovely opportunity for them to explore
their new surroundings and meet some familiar faces ahead of the new school year.

Our new Junior Infants will begin school on Monday, September 1st. To support a smooth and positive start,
they will finish at 12:30 p.m. each day for the first two weeks. From Monday, September 15th, they will attend
school for the full Junior Infant day, finishing at 2:00 p.m. each afternoon.

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Cyber Safety: Cyber safety lessons were delivered across all classes this year. We aim to offer similar sessions
again next year to continue encouraging safe and responsible online behaviour.

Say Yes to Languages: This term, pupils from 3rd to 6th Class took part once again in the Say Yes to Languages
programme. Thank you to Maria Sacristan for her excellent teaching and engagement with the pupils.

School Tours: Junior Infants to 2nd Class visited Wildlands, Moycullen on May 21st. 3rd to 6th Class had a
fantastic day at Achill Outdoor Adventure on June 13th. Both tours were a great success and thoroughly
enjoyed by all.

Clothes Collection: Thank you to all who supported our clothes collection on May 21st. The school raised
€239.25, which will go towards school resources.

Music Generation: Thanks to Music Generation Mayo for another wonderful term of music. Junior classes took
part in the Ceol na nOg programme. Senior classes continue to learn to play the ukulele. Special thanks to
Grainne Hambly for leading the lessons so engagingly. We hope to continue this programme next year.

SPHE — Relationships and Sexuality Education: In June, 5th and 6th Class welcomed guest speaker Noel
Kearney to complete the RSE section of the SPHE curriculum.

Cuman na mBunscol: Senior pupils participated in the Cuman na mBunscol competition in Garrymore on May
1st. Many thanks to Martin Costello, Mayo GAA Coaching Officer, who also provided some GAA coaching for
the senior classes in Abbey Park. The pupils really enjoyed these activities.

Sports Day: Our annual Sports Day took place on June 16th. It was a fun-filled event with great participation
from all pupils. Thank you to the staff for organising the day.

RURAL SOCIAL SCHEME

The Board of Management would like to once again extend thanks to Chris Mannion and all the team involved
with the RSS for their continued support throughout the year. Their ongoing work around the school grounds
and building remains an invaluable resource to our school community, and we are deeply appreciative of their
time and effort.

PV PANELS INSTALLED

Over the Easter break, the school had photovoltaic (PV) solar panels installed as part of a Department of
Education-led initiative to promote energy efficiency in schools. We are delighted to now have a display screen
in the school hallway showing real-time information from the panels, including the amount of energy being
generated. This is a great opportunity for pupils to learn more about renewable energy and sustainability in
action.
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SCHOOL SELF-EVALUATION AND SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Thank you once again to all who took part in our School Self-Evaluation (SSE) process earlier this year. The
online survey gathered valuable feedback from parents, staff, and students, and this has directly influenced our
School Wellbeing Plan and the development of our Bi Cinedlta (Anti-Bullying) Policy.

We are pleased to let you know that the Bi Cinealta Policy has been ratified by the Board of Management.
There is also a child-friendly version of the Bi Cinedlta Policy. This will come into effect from September 2025.
This policy is a central part of our wellbeing strategy, and its procedures are being introduced and embedded
as part of a whole-school approach to wellbeing.

Our Wellbeing Plan, which will be reviewed in June 2026, is guided by the timeline set out in Circular 56/22.
We have already begun work on the targets, which aim to foster a positive, respectful, and connected school
environment.

Areas ldentified for Continued Whole-School Focus:

e Introduce and embed Bi Cinealta procedures within daily school life
Rebuild a strong sense of school community post-COVID
Promote calm, respectful interactions across all areas of school life
Reintroduce regular whole-school and community gatherings
Encourage respectful behaviour during yard time
Promote digital wellbeing and responsible technology use

We look forward to working together as a school community to achieve these goals and continue to
make our school a safe, inclusive, and caring place for all.

THANK YOU

The Board of Management would like to acknowledge and sincerely thank all members of the school
community for their continued hard work and support throughout the year. We wish each and every
one of you a happy, safe, and relaxing summer!

A copy of this newsletter will be available on the school website: www.mayoabbeyns.com

If you have any queries during the summer break, you can contact the school office by email at
office@mayoabbeyns.com. The email account will be monitored periodically during the summer break.
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School Calendar 2025-2026
TJerm 1

September 1st, Monday

School opens for all students

October 24th, Friday

School closes for mid-term break

November 3rd, Monday

School reopens

November 19th, Wednesday

School closes at 12.30 - Staff Meeting

December 19th, Friday

School closes for Christmas holidays at 12.30pm

Term 2

January 5th, Monday

School reopens

January 20th, Tuesday

School closes at 12.30 - Staff Meeting

January 21st & 22nd

Parent Teacher Meetings 3:15-5:45 - School is open as normal.

February 2nd, Monday

School closure, Public holiday, St Brigid’s Day

February 19th & 20th,
Thursday & Friday

School closes for mid-term break

February 24th, Tuesday

School closure - Staff Curriculum Training

March 17th, Tuesday

School closure, Public holiday, St Patrick’s Day

March 27th, Friday

School closes for Easter holidays

Term 3

April 13th, Monday

School reopens

May 4th, Monday

School closure, Public holiday, May Day

May 18th, Monday

School closure - Staff Curriculum Training

May 29th, Friday

School closes at 12.30 - Staff Meeting

June 1st, Monday

School closure, Public holiday, June Bank Holiday

June 2nd, Tuesday

School closure, Vacation Day

June 25th, Thursday

School closes for summer holidays at 12.30pm

Standardised Testing (1st to 6th classes) will take place during the weeks May 11th - May 22nd.
There will be changes and/or some additional closures during the year e.g. further staff training
or election. Updates will be shared with families as early as possible.
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